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What is human trafficking? 
 

   

  It is a current phenomenon favored by many conditions, with a large number of social and economic 

consequences for a community. 

 According to article 12 of Law no. 268/2001 on preventing and combating trafficking  (updated), the 

recruitment, transportation, transfer, reception of persons by threat, force or other forms of 

constraint,abduction, fraud,or taking advantage of that person's inability to defend itself, shall be punished 

with imprisonment from 3 to 10 years and interdiction of certain rights. If the subject is a minor, the 

punishment is prison from 5 to 15 years and interdiction of certain rights. 

Purposes :-sexual exploitation 

      -forced labor 

      -slavery 

 

Victim profile in Romania 

Women: most of them come from rural areas of such as: Timis, Bihor, Bistrita-Nasaud, Arges, 

Teleorman, Galati, Braila, Bacau. They are mainly subject to sexual exploitation, forced labor. 

Destination countries: especially Italy, Spain, Germany, Czech Republic. 

Men: their recruitment is usually carried out by promising a job abroad. Most of them  are from counties 

such as: Timis, Bihor, Satu Mare, Maramures. Destination countries: Italy, Spain, Germany, Czech 

Republic, Greece, etc. 

Minors: the recruitment is usually carried out through relatives, direct approach for prostitution, forced 

labour. Sexual exploitation is now the predominant form (on the street, brothels, clubs). Official statistics 

in Romania show that in the 1st semester of 2010, the number of child victims increased. From a total of  

379 victims identified, 33% were minors (27 boys and 99 girls). They were mainly from counties such as 

Timis, Dolj, Hunedoara, Brasov, Bistrita etc. Destination countries: in particular Italy and Spain. 

 

Many of the victims have a low level of education. A high level of education leads to decrease 

vulnerability to human trafficking.There is also a relationship between poverty and human trafficking. 

 

The portrait of recruiters 
 

Men with age between 20-35 years (sometimes older), they represent 70% of recruiters 

 

Women aged between 20 and 35 years (or more) 

 

 Families 

 

Physical appearance inspire confidence 



 

The financial situation of recruiters is known to be good.  

 

Jobs of the recruiters: 

 

-generally involve contact with the public: vendor, bartender, taxi driver etc. 

-sometimes they work independent or they belong to a network of recruiters 

 

The methods of recruitment 

 
 Proposals made through relatives, family. 

 False job offers to work abroad (especially in countries such as Italy, Spain, Germany, Austria, Greece) 

using advertisements in newspapers. For example, "we recruit young girls for dancing in country X, 

possibility to leave immediate.” 

 Recruiters are trying to tempt young people, and texts such as those mentioned above are effective in 

attracting victims: 

  - You can earn up to 1500-2000 Euro. 

  -I have sent girls to X country, they have returned and bought a house! 

  Recruiters try to win trust by: promising financial insurance until destination, transport, accommodation, 

food required, invoking contacts. 

 


